
The possible scenarios according to the level of virus 

spread 

A. Definition of levels of virus spread

Experts distinguish 4 levels of virus spread that can be summarized as follows : 

Zero risk - GREEN 

 A vaccine is available and/or there is herd immunity. All contacts can take place. Hand

hygiene (before eating and after going to the bathroom) remains necessary.

Low Risk – YELLOW 

 Limited virus transmission is observed, vigilance is therefore recommended. Contacts

between potential carriers are limited. Contacts that are necessary from a functional

perspective can continue and are subject to applicable safety requirements.

Moderate risk – ORANGE 

 Systematic transmission of the virus is observed in society. There are local outbreaks.

Contacts between potential carriers are restricted to what is strictly required and take place

in a context where risk factors are under control to the maximum extent.

High risk – RED 

 Widespread infections in society and new contamination outbursts. Contacts between

potential carriers should be avoided as much as possible.

B. Impact on the organization of teaching and the functioning of schools

1. Nursery ordinary and special education.

GREEN YELLOW ORANGE RED 

Number of 
students that can 
visit school at the 
same time 

100% 100% 100% 100% 

Number of days 
at school per 
week 

5 5 5 5 

Distance learning 0 0 0 0 

Presence of third 
parties at the 
school 

No restriction No restriction Try to limit as 
much as possible 
the presence of 

Only third parties 
whose presence is 
essential 

Nursery and Primary



 third parties to 
those whose 
presence is 
essential. 
Trainees and 
people involved in 
the supervision of 
remediation 
activities or 
activities related 
to the 
pedagogical 
project, for 
instance, are 
authorized. 
 
In special 
education, any 
individual care is 
provided in the 
room where the 
student is located 
as long as the 
rules of security 
and hygiene can 
be applied. If the 
latter aren’t 
applicable, 
individual care is 
suspended. 

 
In special 
education, any 
individual care is 
provided in the 
room where the 
student is located 
as long as the 
rules of security 
and hygiene can 
be applied. If the 
latter aren’t 
applicable, 
individual care is 
suspended. 

Off-site activities 
(one-day 
excursions, 
multiple-day 
excursions...) 

No restriction Off-site activities 
may take place in 
accordance with 
rules that are 
applicable in 
society in general 

Off-site activities 
are suspended 

Off-site activities 
are suspended 

Group activities at 
school (meetings, 
graduations, 
parties,...) 
 

No restriction In accordance 
with rules that 
are applicable in 
society in general 

Activities among 
adults are to be 
organized as 
much 
as possible 
remotely (digital) 
 
Only meetings 
essential to the 
functioning of the 
school may be 
carried out with 
adequate security 
measures 
 

Activities among 
adults are to be 
organized as 
much 
as possible 
remotely (digital) 
 
Only meetings 
essential to the 
functioning of the 
school may be 
carried out with 
adequate security 
measures 
 



Use of facilities 
(such as cantines) 
and classrooms 

Normal Normal Cantines can 
remain open but 
pupils must eat 
with members of 
their class 

Meals are taken 
in the classroom. 
Pupils bring their 
own meals 

Playground Normal use Normal use Normal use Normal use 

Hand hygiene Basic Increased Increased Increased 

Ventilation and 
airing 

Normal Increased Increased Increased 

Social/physical 
distance 1.5m 

Usual Distance to be 
observed for all 
contacts between 
adults 
 
Masks are to be 
worn during 
contacts between 
adults if the 
physical distance 
cannot be 
guaranteed  

Distance to be 
observed for all 
contacts between 
adults 
 
Masks are to be 
worn during 
contacts between 
adults if the 
physical distance 
cannot be 
guaranteed  

Distance to be 
observed for all 
contacts between 
adults 
 
Masks are to be 
worn during 
contacts between 
adults if the 
physical distance 
cannot be 
guaranteed  

Additional 
protective 
equipment for 
personnel in 
special education 
during care 

Usual According to risk 
assessment 

According to risk 
assessment 

According to risk 
assessment 

School transport Normal 
functioning 

Maximum 
security is 
provided for 
personnel, who 
are required to 
wear a mask 

Maximum 
security is 
provided for 
personnel, who 
are required to 
wear a mask 

Maximum 
security is 
provided for 
personnel, who 
are required to 
wear a mask 

Entry and exit 
management 

Usual Avoid clustering 
of parents at the 
school 
entrance/exit. If 
not possible, 
observe physical 
distance and wear 
masks 

Avoid clustering 
of parents at the 
school 
entrance/exit. If 
not possible, 
observe physical 
distance and wear 
masks 

Avoid clustering 
of parents at the 
school 
entrance/exit. If 
not possible, 
observe physical 
distance and wear 
masks 

Use of school 
materials 

Normal Normal Normal Use of shared 
materials must be 
limited as much 
as possible 

Enrollments Usual procedure Usual procedure Online or by 
appointment 

Online only 

 

 



 

2. Primary ordinary and special education. 

 GREEN YELLOW ORANGE RED 

Number of 
students that can 
visit school at the 
same time 

100% 
 

100% 
 

100% 
 

100% 
 

Number of days 
at school per 
week 
 

5 5 5 5 

Distance learning 0 0 0 
 

0 
 

Presence of third 
parties at the 
school 
 

No restriction No restriction 
 

Try to limit as 
much as possible 
the presence of 
third parties to 
those whose 
presence is 
essential. 
Trainees and 
people involved in 
the supervision of 
remediation 
activities or 
activities related 
to the 
pedagogical 
project, for 
instance, are 
authorized 
 
In special 
education, any 
individual care is 
provided in the 
room where the 
student is located 
as long as the 
rules of security 
and hygiene can 
be applied. If the 
latter aren’t 
applicable, 
individual care is 
suspended 

Only third parties 
whose presence is 
essential  
 
In special 
education, any 
individual care is 
provided in the 
room where the 
student is located 
as long as the 
rules of security 
and hygiene can 
be applied. If the 
latter aren’t 
applicable, 
individual care is 
suspended 

Off-site activities 
(one-day 
excursions, 
multiple-day 

No restriction Off-site activities 
may take place in 
accordance with 
rules that are 

Off-site activities 
are suspended 

Off-site activities 
are suspended 



excursions...) applicable in 
society in general 

Group activities at 
school (meetings, 
graduations, 
parties,...) 
 

No restriction In accordance 
with rules that 
are applicable in 
society in general 

Activities among 
adults are to be 
organized as 
much 
as possible 
remotely (digital) 
 
Only meetings 
essential to the 
functioning of the 
school may be 
carried out with 
adequate security 
measures 
 

Activities among 
adults are to be 
organized as 
much 
as possible 
remotely (digital) 
 
Only meetings 
essential to the 
functioning of the 
school may be 
carried out with 
adequate security 
measures 
 

Use of facilities 
(such as cantines) 
and classrooms 

Normal Normal Meals are taken 
with other 
members of the 
contact bubble. 
Hot meals are 
nevertheless 
possible.  

Meals are taken 
with other 
members of the 
contact bubble. 
Pupils bring their 
own meals 

Playground 
(including toys 
and outdoor 
equipment) 

Normal use Normal use Normal use Normal use 

Hand hygiene Basic Increased Increased Increased 

Ventilation and 
airing 

Normal Increased Increased Increased 

Social/physical 
distance 1.5m 

Usual For contacts 
between adults or 
between adults 
and pupils 

For contacts 
between adults or 
between adults 
and pupils 

For contacts 
between adults or 
between adults 
and pupils 

Face masks No mask Staff wear a mask 
whenever 
physical distance 
cannot be 
observed 
 
Teachers wear 
the mask during 
class time when 
they are speaking 
out loud 

Staff wear a mask 
whenever 
physical distance 
cannot be 
observed 
 
Teachers wear 
the mask during 
class time when 
they are speaking 
out loud 

Staff wear a mask 
whenever 
physical distance 
cannot be 
observed 
 
Teachers wear 
the mask during 
class time when 
they are speaking 
out loud 

Additional 
protective 
equipment for 
personnel in 
special education 

Usual According to risk 
assessment 
 
It is 
recommended to 

According to risk 
assessment 
 
It is 
recommended to 

According to risk 
assessment 
 
It is 
recommended to 



during care reinforce hygiene 
and security 
measures for the 
staff members  
overseeing the 
youth , such as 
wearing a face 
mask 
systematically, 
washing hands 
more frequently, 
wearing 
disposable gloves 
for any nursing 
action and where 
appropriate, 
wearing a hazmat 
suit 

reinforce hygiene 
and security 
measures for the 
staff members 
overseeing the 
youth , such as 
wearing a face 
mask 
systematically, 
washing hands 
more frequently, 
wearing 
disposable gloves 
for any nursing 
action and where 
appropriate, 
wearing a hazmat 
suit 

reinforce hygiene 
and security 
measures for the 
staff members 
overseeing the 
youth , such as 
wearing a face 
mask 
systematically, 
washing hands 
more frequently, 
wearing 
disposable gloves 
for any nursing 
action and where 
appropriate, 
wearing a hazmat 
suit 

School transport Normal 
functioning 

Maximum 
security is 
provided for 
personnel, who 
are required to 
wear a mask 
 
Pupils age 12 and 
older  are to wear 
the mask as much 
as possible 

Maximum 
security is 
provided for 
personnel, who 
are required to 
wear a mask 
 
Pupils age 12 and 
older  are to wear 
the mask as much 
as possible 

Maximum 
security is 
provided for 
personnel, who 
are required to 
wear a mask 
 
Pupils age 12 and 
older  are to wear 
the mask as much 
as possible 

Entry and exit 
management 

Usual Avoid clustering 
at the school 
entrance/exit. If 
not possible, 
observe physical 
distance and wear 
masks 

Avoid clustering 
at the school 
entrance/exit. If 
not possible, 
observe physical 
distance and wear 
masks 

Avoid clustering 
of parents at the 
school 
entrance/exit. If 
not possible, 
observe physical 
distance and wear 
masks 

Use of school 
materials 

Normal Normal Normal Use of shared 
materials must be 
limited as much 
as possible 

Enrollments Usual procedure Usual procedure Online or by 
appointment 

Online only 

 

 

 


